ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS:

THE RELEVANCE OF A NEXUS APPROACH IN THE
EURGMEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN REGION

Fathallah Sijilmassi and Mounia Slighoua

May, 2021

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN
ECONOMISTS ASSOCIATION




Em ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
mﬁ THE RELEVANCE OF A NEXUS APPROACH IN THE
FURD MEDTERRANEAN EURGMEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN REGION

ECONOMISTS ASSOCIATION

ABSTRACT

Sustanable development as laolistic framework is a top priority in the global agenda.

Abundant literature tackles Sustainable Development. But in a context characterised by global
threats, such as the COVID sanitation crisis, climate change and gaps in worldwidealiepment,
SQustainable Development Goals appear more relevant than ever and achieving them is more urgent
than ever. To accelerate the path towards this objective, this policpgraadvocates the need to
implement a strategy, based on two pillars.

The paper defendsi KS ARSF GKFG Ad A& 2F dzivy2ad AYLRNIL
I LILINBF OKe¢ NR2USR Ay || GAS2ININEKIDAZIEFA BAFO T édzali
for targeted implementation at regional and local levels, particularly withenBEbreMediterranean

and African region. Such an approach would also be a fundamental accelerator for regional
integration, which remains really weak in this part of the World. Many indicators show that the
present context offers a unique opportunity to @t such an approach and, thereby, accelerate the

pace towards reaching global Sustainable Development Goals. The paper also highlights how,
considering its geostrategic position and its ldegn commitment to Sustainable Development as

an holistic fram&ork, Morocco plays a preeminent role in the implementation of such an approach.
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G/ t A ahkngeSs indeed running faster than we are, and we have the risk to seeirreversible
damage that will not be possible to recover if we R 2y &t very, very quickly.®
AntonioGuterres SGof the UnitedNations,2018

1 INTRODUCTION

Sustainabledevelopmenthas gainedsignificantimportance within the globalagendaover the last
decade and is now a top  priority. The worldwide COVIBL9 sanitation
crisis made it clear that Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) appear more
relevantthan everandachievinghem is more urgentthan ever.

Sustainabladevelopmentcanbe portrayed as an dintellectual pursui€ which strivesto makesense
of the interactionsof three complexsystemsthe world economy the globalsociety,andthe 9 I NJi K Q &
physicalenvironmeng (Sach015).

The global architecture was reinforced in 2015 with the adoption by the United
Nationsof 17 SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)with a 2030 horizonand a strongimpetus for
action (Figure 1). The progressachievedto attain these aforementionedgoalsis being closelyand
thoroughlymonitoredthrougha numberof indicatorsmeasuredon a yearlybasis.

QuaLITy
EDUCATION

6000 JOBS AND 1 REOUCED
INEQUALITIES

ECONOMIC GROWTH

1 PROTECT THE 1 LIFE BELOW 1 PEAGE AND 1 PARTNERSHIPS
PLARET WATER JUSTICE FOR THE GDALS

e o

Figurel: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

1 Antonio Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations, Remarks at the UN HiglEv@vebn Climate Change,
September 2018

2The United Nations. The Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Knowledge
Platform. Report of the InteAgency andExpert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators
(E/CN.3/D16/2/Rev. 1). Final List of proposed Sustainable Development Goal Indicators.
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/118030ffielastof-ProposedSDGEndicators. pdf
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The year 2015 was certainly a landmark year for multilateralism and inteioal policy, with the
adoption of several major agreements:

- TheSendaFrameworkfor DisasteRiskReduction(March2015).
- TheAddisAbabaActionAgendaon Financingor Developmen{July2015).

- The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Transforming our World.
The 2030 Agendafor SustainableDevelopmentwith its 17 SDGswas adopted at the UN
SustainablddevelopmentSummitin New Yorkin September2015.

- TheParisAgreemenin ClimateChanggDecembei2015Y.

Neverthelessjn 2021, within the context of the COVIB19 pandemic,the acceleratedpacefor the
implementation of the SDGseemsto be animportant pre-requisite for the recoveryof the global
economy.

The interdependencebetween countries and continents is closerthan ever and the need for a
globalconsolidated(and reformed) multilateral agendais a necessity.

So, the question today is: how can we achieve SDGsbetter and faster? To try to answer this
question, this policy paper advocatesthe possibility of adopting a new matrix combining two key
parameters:

- Byusingto its benefitthe & I O O S f SSFNE §iigpénetl by the COVIBL9 crisis, the Euro-
MediterraneanAfrica region can resort to SustainableDevelopment as a backbone for
shaping a truly reinvented regional Agenda. Using an holistic framework, Sustainable
Development can leverage well-being, inclusive growth as well as job creation, thus
facilitating regionalintegration.

Thefirst part of the paperemphasiseshe multiple argumentsbuildingthe casefor anacceleraion of
the implementationof SustainabléevelopmentGoalsin the EurcMediterraneanand African(EMA)
region,by underliningthe momentumconstitutedby:

A Theexistinginstitutional dynamicswhich providea political frameworkfor action.

A The scientific evidence exposing the growing vulnerabilites in the EMA
Regiomand,

A Thesocieeconomicconsiderationswith all the challengegand opportunities) of the post
COVIB19recoveryschemes.

3The United Nationgyp.cit
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The aforementionedkey argumentscall for concertedand integrated action to be deployedby the
EMARegion.

Accordingto the OECI& UNDP, & (i KdBptionof a regionalapproachis all the more important asit

allows SDGalignmentwhich unlocksthe resourcesdirects them towards needs,and builds a more
sustainableand inclusive economy, which protects againstrisks, builds resilienceand generates
financialreturnsandeconomica NB ¢ (1 K ® £

- The deployment of such a concerted and integrated action can be rooted in a nexus
approach,asa concretecontribution to the holistic framework of the SDGs.

The second part of the paper indicates how adopting a nexus approachis key to tackling the
numerouschallengesto Sustainability.Essentialframework dimensionsof the nexusapproachto
SustainabldDevelopmentare exposed o illustrate how suchintegratedstrategiescan contribute to
turning common  challenges into reinvented  opportunities. It is  worth
emphasisingthat suchintegrated strategiescantruly enhanceregionalintegration and be positive
and constructivecontributionsto the multilateralagenda.

In particular,the COVIBL9 crisisreinforcedthe needfor taking health into accountasa transversal
issue, in order to achievethe SDGs.Thus, Jeffrey Sachsconsidershealth to be one of the 6
“transformativeSDGs".

The pandenic affected livelihoodsand, forthwith, the globaleconomy,resultingin a forecastof a
5.2%contractionof globalGDP accordingto the World Bank.

Paradoxicallythe COVIBEL9 crisishas demonstratedthe ability of Nationsto innovate and rethink
their action patterns within the framework of sustainable economic growth and
anchoredin currentandfuture challenges.

The nexus approach is built upon the belief that this is a unigue momentum to adopt an
G K 2 f welvithatOreconciles economic recovery, balancing economic aspirations with social
developmentandthe sustainablenanagemenofS 02 4 & £ Sy a ®¢

This policy paper will also highlight the case study of Morocco as a key player in
multilateral and regional policies and as a strategic stakeholder for the deployment of the
nexusapproachto SDGs$n the EMARegion.

4OECD & UNDP (2020). Framework for SDG Aligned Finance.
SEuropean Climate Foundation & Positive Agenda Advisory (2021). Africa Green Resilient Recovery Report for North
Africa
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2 THE CASE FOR ROOTING SUSTAINABLEPH¥KNI
IN A EURMEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN
GEOGRAPHICAL SCOPE

The adoption at international level of SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGshand the subsequent
overall governanceof the process should be accompaniedby a & Y dzfcalak @ A & Avehifté =
designats herea d 3 S 2 3 BehditlkeR LILINERtd tBekektent that it is deployedby emphasising
the geographidocation.In other words,suchan approachtakesinto accountthe geographiorsariable
andis subsequentlydeclinedby continent,regionandcountry.

If we take the Mediterraneanregion for example,the countries within it are either part of the
Europeartrack, the Africantrackor the Asianone. It isto be underlinedhere that there is no specific
Mediterraneantrack.

Yet, the Mediterraneanregion needsits own integrated framework. Suchan approachwill lead to
the considerationof regionalspecificitiesresourcesppportunities,aswell aschallenges.

Indeed, the Mediterraneanis a recognisedhotspot for sustainabledevelopment,with significant
challengesand opportunities.

Thisis alsotrue for the whole Africancontinent.

TheMediterraneanarea(aswell asAfrica)gatherstogetherthe leastpolluting countriesin the world,
but it is also the region that is the most affected by climate change,thus the urgencyto act
coherently.

Therefore, the adoption of the geography sensitive approaches applied to Sustainable
Developmenthas becomea priority in the EuroMediterranean and African region, to the extent
that & LJkaNJi approaches neglecting  crosseffects may  underestimate  or
overestimate the consequences of uncoordinated actions and lead to biased policy
A Y LX A QBhadurknak2o15).
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2.1 A Momentum to be Seized

The current momentum can be seized,in order to root SustainableDevelopmentin a Euro
Mediterraneanand African Horizon.

Multiple arguments, building the case for the geography sensitive approaches, can be
highlighted, including:the political and institutional momentum;the existingscientificexperise, in
additionto the compellingsocioeconomiconsiderations.

2.1.1 The Political and Institutional Momentum

The need to promote and structure a Mediterranean dynamic around Sustainable
Development led to multiple initiatives being adopted within the framework of regional
organisations:

A The 20142020 Ministerial Conferenceson Environment and Climate Change, Blue
Economy, Transportation, Water, Energy, and Urban Development (Union for the
Mediterranean;

A The5+5meetingson Water, Energy Environment,Transportationand Tourisn{;

A TheBarcelonaConvention:Adoption by the ContractingPartiesto the Conventionfor the
Protection of the Marine Environmentand the CoastalRegionof the Mediterranean
(BarcelonaConvention)g namelythe 21 Mediterraneancountries and the EuropeanUnion
of the revisedMediterraneanStrategyfor SustainableDevelopment(MSS20162025),at
the 19th Ordinary Meeting (COP19held in Athens, Greece,9-12 February2016 (MCSD
2016). Thisstrategyis rooted in the convictionthat invesiment in the environmentis the
bestwayto securelong-term sustainablegrowth (MCS[2018).

A The 2021 New European Union Agenda for the Mediterranean emanates from the
consciousnessf the urgencyof copingwith existingcommonchallengeswithin the Euro
Mediterraneanand African region. It must be pointed out that the New Agendafor the
Mediterraneanincludesa dedicatedEconomicand InvestmentPlan,in order to accompany
the long-term sociceconomicrecoveryin the SouthernNeighbourhood.

oUnder the new EUs Neighbourhood,Developmentand International Cooperation
Instrument(NDICIl)up to € Tbillion for the period2021-2027 would be allocatedto its

6 The Union for the Mediterraneamvww.ufmsecretariat.org
7 Le Dialogue 35.www.medthink5plus5.org
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implementation,whichcouldmobiliseup to € o billionin privateand publicinvestment
in the regionin the nextdecadeb®

ThisNew Agendafor the Mediterraneantargets multiple areas,including:
1 Humandevelopmentgoodgovernanceandthe rule of law;
91 Resilienceprosperityanddigital transition;
1 Peaceandsecurity;
1 Migrationand mobility;
1 Greentransition: climateresilience gnergyand environment.

In particular,this New Agendafor the Mediterraneancomesat a time whenthe EUis alsolaunching
the GreenDeal,therebyacceleratinghe pacetowardsa greentransition.

A unique opportunity for commitmentto éa commonand peoplecenteredagend& is alsooffered by
the perspectiveof a postCOVIBL9 recovery, aswe move towards COP26n Glasgowby the end of
2021

But one canquestionwhether, at this stage,these agendasprovide concreteroadmapsand financial
detailsthat would allow a real alignmentof IFIsand donor strategiesrelated to the implementation
of the SDGs.

2.1.2 Scientific Expertise Establishing Growing Vulnerabilities in the Euro
Mediterranean and Africa Region

Political awarenessand institutional actions are based on solid scientific work highlighting the
growingvulnerabilities of the Mediterraneanregion.

In 2019, a group of scientistsfrom acrossthe Mediterraneanregion gatheredwithin the framework
of the UfM-supportedMEDECGQo draft the first everscientificreport on climate changé® (Appendix
A).Amongstthe major findings of the aforementionedreport, it has been establishedthat the

8 EU Neighbours South. Southern Neighbourhood: EU proposes New Agenda for the Mediterranean.
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/south/stayinformed/news/southernneighbourhoodeu-proposesnew-agenda

mediterranean

9 The Eurpean Commission. Joint Communication to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. Renewed partnership with the Southern Neighbourhood: A new
Agenda for the Mediterranean.
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/joint_communication_renewed_partnership_southern_neighbourhood.pdf

0The Network of Mediterranean Expsron Climate and Environmental Change (MedB@&@3.//www.medecc.org/
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Mediterraneanregionis warming 20%faster than the global average,makingit oneof the2 2 NI RQ a
hotspots. (UfM, 2018)*. If the statusquo, as well as current policies are to be maintained,
temperaturesare projectedto increaseby 2.2° Celsiusby 2040, whereasthe ParisAgreementhas
defineda +1,5° Celsiugarget.

Interconnectionsbetween climate changeand migration, security and stability issuescameto the
fore vehemently over these last few years. Theseinterconnectionsare acutely illustrated by the
emergenceof conceptssuchas:climaterefugees.

Climae changeis already consideredby many security expertsto be a drisk multiplieré 2ANd K NS I
Y dzf U A(Bdenb&drE18)12

Forinstance,asa drisk multiplieré &limate changeleadsto within-country displacementsaswell as
international migration flows. In accordancewith a 2018 World Bank Report, ¢the worsening
impactsof climate changein three denselypopulatedregionsof the world couldseeover 140 million
LIS 2 LInd&&@uwithin their O 2 dzy (bNMeBs®y02050, creating a looming human crisis and
threateningthe developmeniprocess 0 2 2BWdkI18).Additionallyclimate changeis increasingly
posingserioussecuritythreats including: dincreasedisk of famine,damageto infrastructure,houses
and shelter, and violent conflict are exacerbatedby climate changethrough gradual changesin
ecosystemsnd extremeweathereventg 6 . NEYOo SNHH AmMy 0 ®

In the samevein, the EUGIlobal Strategyof 2016 pointed out the intricate impactof climatechange
on States and warned that it a YWSE I OSND | (iGRuyaTetua2@hidasértfi¢aton, land
degradationandwater andfoodd S OdZRA G & ¢ ®

Thecrossborder nature of the securitychallengesn the region strengthensthe need for aregional
approachand for developingregional cooperation.It canbe inferred, basedon the readilyavailable
scientificdata, that the urgencyof the situation of extremevulnerabilityin the Mediterraneanregion
cannotbe overstated.

2.1.3 SocieEconanic Considerations

Striving to reach the SDGshrough compliancewith the orientations of the United Nations can
positively impact inclusive growth, employment and competitiveness,in so far asa { 5 Eabifor

11 The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). (2018). UFM Water Policy Framework for Actions 2030, Water Division.

2¢KS /2dzyOAt 2F GKS 9dzNRPLISIY ! YyA2YS WOdzNRBLISIY {SOdzNRGe
HnnoT FYR |1 A3K wSLINBaSyGrdiA@S F2N GKS / C{tzI YwSdigdingl 2y
Security in a Changiig2 N RQX . NHzaaSf asx 5SO0d wnnyo
BCfeKS 9dNRBLISEY !''yAzy 9EGSNYLEE 1 OldAazy ({
F2NJ GKS 9dzNRBLISIY | yA2yQa C2NBAIY ! yR {

SNBAOS: W{KINBR ¢
SOdzNR e t2fA0eQ
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sociallyinclusiveand environmentally sustainabled NP2 & (8d¢#<2015).A contrarian, WRy22 (i KA y 3 Q
policy would leadto massivejob losses.

Accordingo the InternationalLabourOrganisation(ILO):

- Over600million new jobs needto be createdby 2030,in order to keeppacewith the growth
of the working-agepopulation:around40 million per year.

- 780 million working women and men are not earning enoughto lift themselvesand their
familiesout of US$2a-daypoverty.

- Amongstdevelopingand emergingcountries, those that investedthe most in quality jobs
from the early 2000s, grew nearly one percentagepoint faster every year since 2007and
experiencedower incomeinequalities.

- With around 200 million people out of work worldwide, full employmentremainsa distant
reality for manycountries.

- Throughoutthe world, womenare often in undervaluedand low-paid jobs,and lackaccesgo
education,trainingandrecruitment. Theyhavelimited bargainingand decisionmakingpower
and still shoulderresponsibilityfor most unpaid care work. Globally,only about half of the
g 2 NIwBnie&are in the labour force, comparedto nearly 80 per cent of men, earningon
average23 per centlessthan men, with mothersparticularlyhard hit.

- Worldwide, over 73 million young people (aged 15¢24) were looking for work in 2014.The
global share of young people not in employment, education or training
exceeded more than one in five. In addition, more than a third of youngpeoplewith jobsin
the developingworld were living on lessthan US$2a day in 2013.Earlyschootleaversare
those most likely to remaintrapped in jobs, where their rights are not respectedand where
they work in conditionsof greatinsecurityand poverty 14

- Thegreeneconomycouldcreate 24 million new jobsby 2030.Nonethelessif the appropriate
policiesare not implemented,the ILOpredictsthat 72 million full-time jobs will be lost by
2030due, to heatstressandtemperatureincreasegI1L02019).

In effect, recent statisticshighlight the deteriorating figuresfor youth unemploymentin the MENA
region (AppendixB),which is the highestin the World.

4 International Labour OrganisatidiLO). (2018). Decent Work and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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2.2 The need to broaden the geographical scope of Eiediterranean
perspectives to the whole African Continent.

Thereis abundantliterature on the Sustainablddevelopment~rameworkin the EuropeanUnion,the
Mediterraneanand the Sahel/Africaregion separately Nonethelessscarceresearchfocusseson the
interconnectionsbetween these geographicalareas. Thisis a paradox, becausethese numerous
interconnectionsare growing, more specificallypetweenthe EuropeanUnion, North Africa and the

Sahel

Letuslookinto keygeographicafactsandfigures.

)l

The Mediterranean Sea and the Sahel region are two prominent areas. The
Mediterranean,as a sea, is 2.5 million km2 and the Sahel/Saharaas a region, is a little
over 7 million km2 (from Mauritaniato Sudan).

TheEuropeanUnionis 4.5million km2with 512 million inhabitants.

The MediterraneanNorth African countries (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,Libyaand Egypt)
are5.18 million km2with a combinedpopulationof 195.5million.

The Sahel/Saharaountries are 7.03 km2 (Mauritania 1.03; BurkinaFaso00.3; Mali 1.2;
Niger1.3;Chadl.3;and Sudanl.9),with a combinedpopulationof 123 million.

Africahasa globalsurfaceof 30.5million km? and atotal populationof 1.3 billion (roughly
equivalentto that of Chinaand Indiarespectively).

Letusalsolook at other relevantdemographidigures.

1
1
)l
1

Closeto50%o0f ! F NIpréder@dpulationis under18.
By2030,the Africanpopulationunder 18 will grow by 170million.
By2050,40%o0f youngpeopleunder 15in the World will be livingin Africa.

By2100,50%o0f youngpeopleunder 15in the World will be livingin Africa(UNICEF).

As is demonstratedin AppendixC strong demographicgrowth tendenciesare prevalentin the

Southern

Mediterranean Countries. In accordance with  UNDP projections, the ¢ ANB I (i S a {
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demographicgrowth of the 215t century will take placein this region, the inhabitantsof which are
expectedto almostdoubleby 2050(from 1.1billionto 2.16 A f XA 2y 0 ® €

Adding geographicaland demographicfacts to the observeddevelopmentdivide between Europe
and Africa (AppendixD), through the existing conflicts and security threats in some parts of the
Continent,one can easilyreachthe conclusionof the needto acceleratethe call for collective and
globald 9 dMkBiterranean! ¥ NI abtiony ¢

Asstated by HisMajesty KingMohammed VI of Moroccoduring His Speechat the COP24 in Poland:
G ¢ KfEicanContinentis the hardesthit by the negativeimpactsof climate changeeventthoughit is
not responsiblefor thisunfairad A G dzi® G A 2 y €

The existenceof multiple regional frameworksin the region (EU,UfM, AU, 5+5, G5, EUAU, EU
ECOWAStcd Xand numerousinitiativeswithin suchplatformsof action, mustbe acknowledged.

The action of intergovernmentalorganisations(IGOs)remains crucial to addressd O f A-r#latdd S
security N\ a in &&far as they cross borders posing transnational threats. Intergovernmental
organisationsretain a significantrole in & R S @ S fp&itysojufbns and enhancinginternational
O 2 2 LIS NiBigrhb2rf2ams).

The existence of such frameworks and initiatives in the & 9 dzNBedd8rranean! T NJveQibné
provides a stronger capacityfor action and for transforming risks into opportunities for inclusive
growth, developmentand stability.

2.3 The Example of the Common Challenge of Rapid
Urbanisation

Theurban population in the Southof the Mediterraneanis estimatedto be around165million andis
expectedto increaseby 80 million by 2030 (Sijilmassi2019). It is also projected that 80% of the
population of the SouthernMediterraneancountrieswill be living in urban areas(AppendixC). The
rapidly growingurbanisationof the SouthernMediterraneancountriesis accompaniedy significant
human pressureon the surroundingbiodiversity (Fraisse2018). It is expectedthat, by 2025, more
than half of the 46,000km of coastal zonescould be urbanised,increasingat sucha rate that, by
2000,it had alreadycovered40 % (Fraisse2018).

Urban policiesand infrastructures, with their impact on the overall well-being of populations, will
becomeincreasinglyimportant in the yearsto come. Therefore,urban policiesand infrastructures

15PJan Bleu. 2020. Demographic Trends and Outlook in the Mediterranean.
https://planbleu.org/publication/endancesdemographiques
16 Excerpts of the Speech by His Majesty King Mohammed VI at the COP24, December 2018.
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are privileged areas, where local policies oriented by the SDGsare set to demonstrate their
concreteimpacton the populations.

Cities will progressivelybecome d f | 6 2 NbfsidéIs&and fah f dzNIbitdcindsare to be
concomitantly compliant with the orientations of the SDGs.A thorough understandingof the
challengedacingthe territories of the Mediterraneanareacanonly be achievedthroughattention to
the diverse demographicand envirormental characteristicsof the region. In the face of the
necessarychanges,Mediterranean cities, including metropolises, both South and North, must
anticipatechangeand adapttheir urban strategiesThed { dza ( Meditérrankes®/ A imastpave
the way for a resilient model of urban spacedevelopment,that combinesadaptationof territories
with environmental changes,as well as mitigation of environmental impacts related to human
activity.
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3 THE NEXUS APPROACH AS AN APPROPRIAT
METHODOLOGY TO RESDIGS

Sustainable development covers a wide range of activities intrinsically linked to Human
Development. The overall objective is to reach peace and stability in the World, through more
balancedand comprehensivesociceconomicdevelopment.

The growing interrelated security and development challengesin the EurcMediterranean and
Africanregion increasethe urgencyto build acceleratedstrategiestowards the implementation of
SDGsn the EuroMediterraneanand Africanregion.

Adoption of the nexus approachfor the sake of achievingSDGsarises from awarenessof the
inescapableirgencyposedby the numerousthreatsrelatedto climatechange.

The original Rio conferencediscussedenvironmentand developmenttogether, in a sort of nexus
way; however,after Riowe lost alittle of this sentimentandthe nexusconceptfadedaway.Now, 20
years later, we must reinvigorate the messageof sustainabledevelopment through ¥ nexus
approacticitedin Martin-Nagleet al. 2011,5).

GrheRio+ 20 Declaration¥ ¢ RufureWe? | y dir€sseshe needfor a balancedintegration
of economic,social, and environmental concernsinto economic development,and also
highlightsthe needto addressfood, water and energysecurityin sucha mannerasto reduce
the adverseimpact on nature (on water, biodiversity,air, and Of A Y I(Nie§ dréapoo,
Kuling,andWright2021)

The need for a nexusapproachstemsfrom the existinginterlinkagesbetween economicactivities
andthe SDGs.

oMore specifically, economic activities can promote industrialisation, infrastructure and
innovation[SD@3], economigroductivity[SDG8], housingand transport[SDG11]production

and distribution of food [SDG2], generationand distribution of energy[SDG7], managing

waste [SDG12], providing acessto health [SDG3], education[SDG4] and to information
[SDG16]But negative externalitiesabound and afflict the environmentas well as LJS 2 LI S Q&
health. Nearlyall typesof economicactivitiesemit GHGSDG13], manyusevastamountsof

water and/or are relatedto water pollution [SDG5], causepollutionand wastemore generally
[SDGL12], whicherodesthe natural environmenfSDGsl4 and 15], and harmsLJS 2 LbieskO 4
[SDG3], directly, due to pollution, and indirectly as degradation of habitats may spread
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diseasesfrom animalsto humans¢ which is the likely origin of the current coronavirus
pandemiep §/anZantenand Van Tulder2020,11)

It hasbeenarguedextensivelyin the literature (Weitzet al. 2014;Boaset al. 2016;Allenet al. 2019)
that the nexusapproachcontributesto the promotion of dco-benefitsof economid- O i A @idioA S a ¢
the mitigation of dtrade-offs¢ (VanZantenand VanTulder2020).

3.1 Defining the Nexus Approach

Globalchallengesgdefined through the SustainableDevelopmentGoals,are intrinsically linked and

cannotbe viably addressedwithout the adoption of an holistic approach,which integratesdiverse
sectoralstrategieswhere intrinsic links exist. Thenexusapproachadoptsa genuinelyholistic vision,

to the extentthat it see&ksto couplesectoralstrategiesjn order to comeup with anintegratedmulti-

sectoral strategy, which dealswith existing effectivity and efficiencygaps,as the aworld is far off

course for achieving sustainable developmend (Sachs2015). As underlined by Sachs(2015),
sustainabledevelopmenthasbeenon the globalagendafor overforty yearsat leastandits presence
dates back to the 1972 first UN Conferenceon the Human Environmentin Stockholmand the

publicationW[ At6 D NE 60 K Q ®

It canno longer be afforded to addressglobal challengesseparately,to the extentit comesat the
risk of odreducing one problem while exacerbating others o [ %tdz al., 2018).
The nexus approach is inscribed in a novel perspective as it ¢ X simultaneously examines
interactionsamongmultiplesectorg 0 [et&ald2018).

To measurethe effectivity of a sectoral strategy, the extent to which the defined objectivesare
attainedis takeninto consideration sincethe efficiencyof a sectoralstrategyhasto be consciousof
the resources mobilised through the process of pursuing the defined objectives. Undeniably,
effectivity and efficiency gaps pertain today in the implementation of SustainableDevelopment
Goals.Multi-sectoralintegrated policies,rooted in nexusapproach,retain the potential to address
sucheffectivity and efficiencygaps,to the extent they are to be designedwhilst ensuringresource
optimisation(efficiency)and attainmentof crosssectoralobjectives(effectivity).

The need for & A y (i S Bdvérma®eappr2 | O Ki§ By éiow established (Van Zanten and Van
Tulder2020).Thed vy S E d38INRidofe&uchapproachd ¢ K Mndlgespolicymakerdo acton the
interactionsbetweenindividual SDGsin order to reap co-benefitsandreducethe riskof trade2 ¥ ¥ a €
(VanzZantenandVanTulder2020).

714 SELXIFAYSR o0& {I OK& oHnmp0OX GKS [ AheXxlinkengel & cobbidng ( K L.
economic development and enviroantal sustainability @®
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Moreover, & (i K@nan and environmentalR A Y S y dakeat/theécore of the nexus approach
(Bhaduriet al. 2015).

Asarguedby CavelietAdarve,& 0 i the developingworld, climateprogramscannotbeimplemented
or measuredwithout specificallylinking them to social and economicoutcomes.a , Judz Ol y Qi
broadlytalk about the disadvantageslimate changebringsthe worldt you must couplethem with
issueghat presson LJS 2 LifeSyegand pocketbooke® €rheMIT TechnologyRevew Insights2021).

3.2 The Nexus Approach for Sustainable Development

The nexus approachfor sustainabledevelopmentfits into Elinorh a (i NRevofhéendationsfor
overcomingthe & LI v Iii @$(@Ffrom,ChangPenningtorand Tarko2012,69), whichis one of the
mainchallengego sustainability'®

Amongst the major contributions of the author is the necessityto overcome the WLJ y I OS'|
LINE 6 fIrSoth@rdvords, dthere is no correct way to manage commonpool resourcesthat will
alwaysbe effective.Differentwaysof managingresourceswill be appropriatein different contextsg

for examplewithin different culturesor wherethere are different physicalcharacteristicof a natural
resourceb gOstrom,ChangPenningtorand Tarko2012,15)

Therefore, the nexus approachfor sustainabledevelopment must be consciousof the diversity
pertaining to the contexts where they are implemented. The nexus approachfor sustainable
developmentmust then be contextsensitive,to the extent it must reflect the specificitiesof the

G a 2-€xadldicalsystemo { 9 (Dstrém,ChangPenningtonand Tarko2012,68)'. For Ostrom,it is

acknowledgedhat:

a 6 Meégovernancesystemshat actually haveworkedin practicefit the diversityof ecological
conditionsthat existin a fishery,irrigation systemor pasture,aswell asthe socialsystemsThere
is a huge diversity out there, and the range of governancesystemsthat work reflects that
diversity® g0strom,ChangPenningtonand Tarko2012,70)

18 Ostrom, E., Chang, C., Pennington, M., &Tarko, V. (2012). The future of the cotmewond market failure and
government regulationinstitute of Economic Affairs Monographs

19 For Ostromgwhen we put people and ecologies togthE ¢S Oly (KAY |-SOFt A RSONBadze a4 -
OhadNRYZ /KFEy3a: tSyyAyaidzy g9¢I N2 Hnm802023N0IOf L¥ye 2HHKBQ
shor))d6Aa &aAyYLXe& | O2y0AasS gle& 2% NBTENMNRIYIA (B2 | YRS AdAY Yy (
(Ostrom, Chang, Pennington &Tarko 2012, 56).
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Thus, it is high time to reflect upon a nexusapproachfor sustainabledevelopmentin the Euro
Mediterraneanand Africanregion,inasmuchaslocal specificities challengesand opportunitiesmust
be takeninto consideratiorfrom the designphaseghroughoutthe implementationstages.

3.2.1 An lllustration of a Strategic Nexus Priority in the Europtediterranean
Africa Region: The Water, Energy and Food Nexus

Water is a strategicissuein the region. Accordingto the AqueductWater RiskAtlas by the World
Resourcesnditute (WRI),one in four people currently livesin a country under severewater stress
(WRI12019). As stated by Dr. Andrew Steer, Presidentand CEOof the WRI, &Vater stressis the
biggestcrisisno oneis talking about. Its consequencearein plain sight in the form of food insecurity,
conflictand migration,andfinancialinstabilityd €

Atotal of 17 countries,namelySaudiArabia,Bahrain,BotswanaUnited ArabEmirates Eritrea,India,

Iran, Israel,Jordan,Kuwait, Lebanon Libya,Oman, Pakistan,Qatar, SanMarino and Turkmenistan,
use80%of their availableundergroundwater resourcesn an averageyear.Agriculture,industryand

humanneeds,especiallyin cities,are the mainusesof this water (WRI2019).

Water stressstarts below 1,700m?®/year/person of water availablefor human,agricultural,industrial
andenvironmentalactivities(TheWorld Businesouncifor Sustainabldevelopment2009).

Somecountriesare well below this threshold. In the regionsof North Africaand WestAsia,virtually
all countriesare alreadyexperiencindarge scalewater shortages.

TheMediterraneanareais subjectto intensewater stress affectingboth surfaceand groundwateras
it concentratesnearly 60%of the so-called water-poore population (Blue Plan2008). Today 180
million Mediterraneanpeople havelessthan 1000 m® of water per year, of which 80 million are in
shortsupply,i.e., haveaccesgo lessthan 500 m¥capita/yearto this resource.

Also, the water resourcesof the Mediterraneanregion are unevenlydistributed (Ferragina2010),
sincethe southernshoreholdsonly 13%of the freshwater availablein the Mediterranean.

By 2025, more than 250 million people are at risk of water shortagesalmost half of the estimated
524 million Mediterraneanpopulationin 2025 (Fraisse€018).

Water & Jét merelyalocalor nationalO 2 Y Y 2 RikcéiaéO N2 pbliicl®oundariesandis thus
a concernof transnational3 2 @ S NJ/{I: Bo&3& 4l. 2016). Alongthe sameline, accordingto the
World Bank,by 2050, water related challengesare projectedto lower the MENANJS 3 AGD#PoQ 626
to 14%,if a statusquo strategyis pursued.
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Thed NB f I ( anbygfoddAiehdigy,andwaterare R & y | YNie©Arianpoo,Kuling,and Wright
2021¥°. A sectoralapproachto one of the aforementioneddimensionsof the nexus,not takinginto
considerationrepercussionn the other sectors,would be counterproductive.Coordinationis not
only a necessityput an urgency,giventhe numerousccrosssectoralinteractionsamongkeyclimate-
sersitivesectorssuchaswater, energy,andfood® gNiet, Arianpoo,Kuling,and Wright 2021)

Theexampleof solarpumpsin Moroccc?

Within the framework of the New Green Generation Strategy" (20262030) implemented by
Morocco,solarpumpingis a successfuapplicationof the Food,Water and EnergyNexus.

Not only does the solar pumping model raise agricultural income for most smallsale
farmers, but it alsoallowsfor efficient and sustainableaccesso water for domesticand irrigation
purposeswhilst avoidingthe useof fossilfuelsandreducingequipmentcosts.

This ambitious Moroccan strategy would allow the Kingdomto saveup to 500 MW through the
installation of solar pumps, whilst improving the food security of local communitiesand ensuring
sustainableaccesgo water.

In addition, it can be inferred from Figure 2 that applyinga nexusbasedapproachto ecosystem
services,suchas water, energy and food, implies acting in conformity with core principlesof the
sustainabledevelopmentparadigm,includingeconomicefficiency,socialequity and environmental
sustainability.

200 3 dzy RSNIAYSR o6& 0bASGI | Afiohsyindae2abea 0sully haidimpadtsyirrone2oNdotl 6f (i H
the others, with profound economic, environmaintand social implications. Indeed, the security of one sector often
cannot be achieved without undermining another sedtoele et al., 2013; Newell, Phillips, & Purohit, 2011; Ringler,
.KFRAZINAXEZ 9 [ 6F2NRZ HAMOU ®E

2'European Climate Foundation & Positikgenda Advisory (2021). Africa Green Resilient Recovery Report for North
Africa
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Nexus perspective Integration of nexus perspecﬁve
« Adaptation plan
+ Climate policy

Economic efficiency
=9+ Create more with less
“ * End waste and minimize loss =
Social equity
* Accelerate water, energy and
food security forall

Sustainable ,
adaptation  ~

Vulnerability
reduction

Ecosystem services Environmental sustainability
* Invest to suslain ecosystem
services
Enabling policy and institutional environment
Nexus-smart adaptation policies System-wise adaptation approach
«  Water smart energy system * Integrated nexus assessment (rade off /synergy)
« Energy smart water system » Policy coherence and inter-sectoral coordination
= Water dand smart food system + Targeting poverty and vulnerability linkages

Figure2: Outline for a rexus¢ based adaptation framework (Niet, Arianpoo, Kuling, and Wright 2021)

As explainedin Figure 2, the nexusapproachappliedto ecosystemservicesare to designd y SE dza
smart adaptation LJ2 f A ©ukHasvgater-land smart food systems,in order to be in line with a
G & & awisSadaptationt LILINR | OK ¢ @

As such, applyingthe nexusapproachto achievingsustainabledevelopment,with regardsto key
ecosystenservicesthis would leadto targetingsocietalvulnerabilitiesthrough a holisticframework,
whichenvisionsthe role to be playedby institutions asa priority in guidingthe behavioursof actors.

Applying the nexus approachto SDGimplementation is crucial, to the extent & { 5dgDals are
interconnectedand linked with the sectorsof a particulary’ S E dkéu &t al. 2018). The existing
interactionsbetween sectors,suchasfood, energyand water, cannotbe overstated;althoughthey
haveanimpacton all SDGsa S | isbfentreatedin A & 2 f KLiuét &l Z#18).
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3.2.2 The Integration of the Multisectoral Intelactions

The nexusapproachneedsto take into considerationthe stronginteractionsbetweenthe different
sectors(Figure3).

Water, energy Water-climate
. and food changesanitation
security hygiene

Water

Blue Tourism and Blue Economy
Economy . Water Oceans and Job

Creation
2

Urban Infrastructure Urban Renewable
Policies , Health, and Policies and Energies and
Energy Governance Energy Efficienc

Figure3: The Urgency of a Nexus Approach to Integrate the Mgkictoral Interactions

Figure3 emphasiseshe urgencyof a nexusapproachto integratethe variousmulti-sectoralexisting
interactions.It canno longerbe affordedto designnon-integratedsectoralstrategies.Forinstance a
sectoralstrategyto targettourismmustalsotake into considerationenvironmentalrepercussionsby
integrating critical components such as water. A sectoral strategy targeting tourism would be
counterproductiveif it were to contributeto aggravatingvater scarcity for instance.

Thus,the nexusapproachis consciouf the necessityto link sectoralstrategieso takeinto account
the multi-sectoral interactions. Suchan approach would undeniably lead to integration of the
environmentaldimensioninto the multi-sectoralstrategies.

The nexus approachretains the potential to efficiently accompanypolicy making, at the Euro
Mediterraneanand Africanregionallevel. Onthe one hand, suchapproacheswould leadto taking
into accountspecificchallengesand particularopportunitiesof the region.

On the other hand, a nexus approachcan lead to identifying & y' S Edzénefits, trade-offs, and
synergiesin order to optimise resourceuse and production and to achievewater security, food
security,humanhealth,andenergya S O dA\ibeiiad 2018).

Therefore,the urgencyof in-depth reflection on pathways,to turn commonchallengesn the Euro
Mediterraneanand Africanregioninto opportunities, is established.

EMEAEMNESolicy PaperMay, 2021

EMEA Policy Papers present concise, polignted analyses angroposals on topical issues on public policy. The views expressed are

attributable only to the authors in a personal capacity and not to any institution with which they are associated.

Availablefor free downloadingrom EMEA Websiteww.euromedeconomists.org © EMEA 2021 Page20 of 38



http://www.euromed-economists.org/

Em ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
EE THE RELEVANCE OF A NEXUS APPROACH IN THE
FURD MEDTERRANEAN EURGMEDITERRANEAN AND AFRICAN REGION

ECONOMISTS ASSOCIATION

3.3 Turning Common Challenges into Reinvented Opportunities for
Sustainable Development

Sustainablalevelopmentasa processuabpproachto well-beingoptimisation,diversity, wildlife and
natural resourcepreservation pursuesthe needto achievesomesort of equilibrium.In other words,
sustainable development strategies aim to dbalance the trade-off between profitability and
sustainabilityé (Vonder Osten,Kirleyand Miller 2017, 4). In the frameworkof the & Y S Bedadeen
profitability and& dz& ( | A yndididudlsmis®iEYS & Harvestingdecisionin a dynamiccommon
poolresourced | Y $varider Osten Kirleyand Miller 2017,2)

Governancesystemsplay a critical role in regulatingthose decisiormakingprocesseghat are made
at multiple levelsby citizensand by institutions. Thus,the designof suchgovernancesystems peing
deployed at regional and local levels is crucial and must be consciousof regional and/or local
realitiesin order to put in placethe mostviable frameworkfor the énexusbetweenprofitability and
sustainabilitg &

Sustainablaedevelopment,as a societalapproach,is rooted in the necessityto accompanydecision
makingprocessegpertainingto resourcemanagementvith a strategicoutlook on the needsof future
generationsUndeniably sustainabledevelopmentis genuinelydriven by thinking of the generations
to come and about the modelswhich are to insure the protection of the common pool resources
(CPR).

Asexemplifiedby Figure4, a polycentricapproachis one that combinesor integratesmore than one
policy;for instance:publicpolicy,technologicainnovationand businesgolicy.

Public Policy

Technological
Innovation

FiguedYy ¢2¢6l NRa t 2t @O0SYGNRO ! LILINPIF OKSa FT2NJ LYLINR@AY3I {dzadl
(Ostrom 2010; Van Zanten and Van Tulder 2020).
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4 CONCLUSION

A NexusApproachto SustainableDevelopmentin the Euro-Mediterranean-African
regionasanacceleratorfor regionalintegration

4.1 Regional Integration: A Foremost Priority

The EuroMediterraneanregion is one of the leastintegrated regionsin the World. Accordingto a
study conductedwithin the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean(UfM), 90% of global
EuroMediterranean trade is conducted within the EU, 9% between the EU and the Southern
MediterraneanCountriesand only 1%only betweenthe SouthernMediterraneanCountries.

G O Kegionaleconomicintegration between SouthernMediterraneancountriesis still limited:
intra-regionaltrade is a smallfraction (5.9%in exports,5.1%in imports) of the O 2 dzy (td&k S & Q
trade, one of the lowestlevelsof regionaleconomicintegrationin the WorlR @£

Many decadesof institutional agreementsbetween the EUand the Mediterraneancountrieshave
not led to a convergentdevelopmentscenario,but rather to a growing developmentdivide or gap

(Appendixg).

Engagingn new dynamicsfor the implementation of a global,integrated and balancedsustainable
developmentagendain the regionwould, therefore, leadto 4 mainstrategicobjectives:

1) Dealingwith scientificallyestablishedalarmingemergencies.
2) Givinganewimpetusto inclusivegrowth, investmentand job creation.
3) Facilitatingandacceleratingegionalintegration.

4) Designinga new and moderna 3 S 2 3 BJS VI& dandmditbscalarapproach(including
Africa),leadingto & Imulti-sectoralnexusa G N> G S3 & ¢ ®

Transnationapartnershipscan contribute to addressingthe existingnexusbetweenthe Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals(l. Boaset al. 2016). Partnershipsat a crossboundarylevel are essentialfor

G & K I Ndbwleflge and practices, and creating new | y 2 ¢ SR Bé& éxtent that nexus
managemenis & Inew emergingfield of S E LJS NILBbasebad. 2016).

22The European Commission. The EMmditerranean Partnership. https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countriaad-
regions/regions/euremediterraneanpartnership/.
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In the samevein, it hasbeenarguedthroughout this paperthat today, more than ever, an holistic,
multi-scalar nexus approachis needed to rethink developmentin the EuroMediterranean and
Africanregion.

It hasbecomeessentialto adopt the nexusapproachfor sustainabledevelopmentin order to take
into considerationthe multiple sectorswith regardsto geographicspecificities.

The EureMediterranean and African dimensioshowcases multiple oppashities to that effect.
Implementing public policies that rely on innovative tools is, ultimately, the hidden opportunity
behind the COVHQ9 crisis.

The challenge of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals would, thus, be made more accessible
through pragmatic and holistic action.

Green Resilient Recovery through the nexus approach is, in this sense, a path to be further explored
by decision makers at national and regional levels.

4.2 Morocco as a key player for a nexus approach to Sustainable
Development in the region

Keyactorsin the Euro-Mediterraneanand African Regioncanbe identified asessentialpartnersfor
the design,aswell asthe implementation,of the nexusapproachfor sustainabledevelopment.

Moroccg under the leadership of His Majesy King Mohammed VI, is amongst ! F NR& Ol Qa
championsasfar as éefforts to combatclimate change reaffirmingthe O 2 dzy” Gom#itnantto the
ParisAgreemenbn climateactioré (UNEP).

G ¢ KKBigdomof Morocco, faithful to its climate commitments, has implemented an integrated
national policy to preserveenvironment,to dealwith the effects of climate changeand to mitigate
greenhousegasemissiondy 32pcbyH 5 o*n €

Morocco ranked 5th in the world for clean innovation, according to  recent research
producedby MIT and publishedin & ¢ G&enFutureL Yy R $0E ApgendixG)%. Theaforementioned

23 Excerpt fromthe Speech of His Majesty King Mohammed VI during the signing ceremony of the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change at the UN in New York, April 22, 2016.

24 The Green Future Index is a ranking of 76 leading countries and territories on their progress arithemhtowards
building a low carbon future (MIT Technology Review 2021). The MIT Technology Review. 2021.
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/01/25/1016648/greefuture-index/. EU Political Report. Morocco Rankéd 5

in the World for Clean Innovatiohttps://www.eupoliticalreport.eu/morocceranked5th-in-world-for-cleaninnovation/;

MIT Green Future Index Report 2021.
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report affirms that Moroccohasé | 'Y 6 A diirhafedd® f A abdtiSesi dre ¢ LI2 AtgiSpRove their
scoresncoming® S| N%& ¢ @

Said Mouline, CEOof the Morocco Agency for Energy Efficiency (AMEE),a S Y @ A Nokoécy &
becominga regional climate advocatewithin ! ¥ NXEOPofiticalReport2021). As such, he affirms
that & (0 2 RilARicawe have 600 million peoplewho R 2 yh&vi electricity, andwe havethe tools
and capabilitiesto helpleveragerenewabledo bridgethat 3 | L{EUPoliticalReport2021)

Indeed,Moroccoplaysan & Xaativerole in advocatingfor leastdevelopedcountriesin international
negotiations was rewarded with ahighexpert rating for its international climate policy
performancé (CCP2020).%°

Givenits longterm expressedcommitmentto SustainableDevelopmentas a policy framework and
its laudable achevementsin recent years, Morocco could play a central and strategic part in
accompanyingthe previously described nexus approachin the EuroMediterranean and African
regionandensuringits effectiveimplementation.

25The MIT Technology Review Insigi2821. The Green Future Index 2021: A Ranking of 76 economies on their progress
and commitment towards building a leearbon future https://mittrinsights.s3.amazonaws.com/GFI/Report2021.pdf

26 Cf. Appendices BEnd Ffor the different dimensions or componénof the Climate Change Performance Index and the
Morocco Scorecard.
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6 APPENDIX

6.1 Appendix A: The First Assessment Report about Climate and
Environmental Change in the Mediterranean (MedECC)

85 scientists from 20 countries of the Networ f Mediterranear
Experts on Climat mj"m onmental Change (MedECC) present
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CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE
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6.2 Appendix B: Youth Unemployment in Different Regions of the World
(Statista 2020)

Youth unemployment rate in selected world regions in 2015 to 2020
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6.3 Appendix C: Urban Population of the World by Geographic Region
(1950¢ 2020)

Source Additional Information:
v Worldwide; World Bank; 15-2:
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Data source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2018a). World Urbanization Prospects 2018.

TheUnited Nations.Departmentof Economiand SocialAffairs.World UrbanizationProspect2018:
Highlights https://population.un.org/wup/Publications/Files/WUP2048ighlights.pdf
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Source German Watch202027

27 The Climate Change Performance Index. https://ccpi.org/download/theclimate-changeperformanceindex-2021/.
GThe annual Climate ChangePerformancelndex (CCPI)publishedsince 2005, is an independentmonitoring tool for
tracking the climate protection performanceof 57 countriesand the EU. The CCPhims to enhancetransparencyin
internationalclimate politicsand it enablescomparisorof individualO 2 dzy” &liviktépio@ctionefforts and progressp ¢
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